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Assessment spotlights
affordable housing need

$18 per hour - that's the wage someone living in the Oma-
ha-Council Bluffs metro area must earn in order to afford a

two-bedroom apartment that is safe and of decent quality.
That initial finding is among several in a Comprehensive Housing Assessment
funded by local philanthropic organizations.

The assessment shines a spotlight on the growing disparity between the
number of affordable housing units available in Douglas, Sarpy and Pottawat-
tamie Counties and the number needed.

“We saw over the last year how
COVID-19 really exposed the hous-
ing instability in our community and
how many families were potentially
one paycheck away from losing their
homes,” said Meridith Dillon, Pro-
gram Associate for the Sherwood
Foundation, in a presentation to the
Heartland 2050 Housing and Devel-
opment Committee on March 18.

"We saw over the last year
how COVID-19 really exposed
the housing instability in
our community and how
many families were potentially
one paycheck away from

The foundations commissioned the
study initially to better inform their
own investments.

losing their homes."
Meridith Dillon

“We really set out to initially better understand what currently exists in terms
of affordable housing and what might be needed over the next 20 years, and
who the players in the game are in terms of providing affordable housing and

funding affordable housing,” said Dillon.
continued on page 3
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Nine projects received a total of $240,227 for housing-related projects to serve residents of Pottawattamie County, lowa.
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All projects will benefit those below 80% of the federal family median income limit.

Protected bikeway pilot project approved

Construction is expected to start yet this spring on the
Omabha-Council Bluff metro area’s first protected bike lane
known as the Market to Midtown Bikeway, after the Oma-
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The bikeway will be installed on Harney Street from 10th
Street to Dewey Avenue. It will contain flexible barriers to
separate bicyclists from vehicle traffic. It is anticipated to
open during the summer.

Metro Smart Cities will be responsible for maintaining the
bikeway until September 2022 and will monitor data from it

I

to see how many people are using it, how it impacts traffic
and affects local businesses.

After September 2022 the City of Omaha will have an op-
tion to make the bikeway permanent and it would then be
responsible for the maintenance of the bike lane.



Broadband Speed Test:

Help us bridge the digital divide between rural and urban ar-
easinNebraskaandlowathatthe pandemic exposed. Take
the Nebraska Broadband Speed Test at speedtestne.org/
or nebraskaspeedtest.org/. We're working to improve

MOVING

help bridge digital divide

broadband accessibility by providing data to help guide
decision making for broadband infrastructure expansion
or enhancement projects. Mills and Pottawattamie Coun-
ty residents can participate as part of the MAPA region.

continued from Comprehensive Housing Assessment

The results are startling. The assessment found in 2020,
there were only 19,730 subsidized housing units avail-
able when 98,500 dedicated affordable housing units
are needed. If current trends continue unabated, the gap
is forecast to grow to 104,000 units by 2040.

Investing in additional affordable housing units has broad-
er impacts too as Dillon points out. Figures from the Na-
tional Association of Home Builders show 2700 units built
in the Omaha-Council Bluffs region from 2009 to 2018
through the Low Income Housing Tax Credit program have
added an additional $5.5 million in tax revenue each year,
and resulted in 375 new jobs in the new units alone.

Affordable housing investments have links to improved

health and educational performance also. National sta-
tistics confirm that children whose families have secure
housing are less likely to be underweight, visit the ER or
fall behind in school and perform poorly on standardized
tests because they change residences less frequently.

The Comprehensive Housing Assessment recommends
steps which can help the Omaha-Council Bluffs metro
area meet the growing need for affordable housing and
help prevent homelessness.

For the recommendations and more information on the lo-
cal affordable housing situation, view the full presentation
at: heartland2050.org/resources/comprehensive-housing
-assessment-presentation/.

Congratulations to...

Neola, Oakland & Underwood

for being awarded grants for community infrastructure projects through
Pottawattamie County’s 2021 C.LT.LE.S. program funded by the lowa West Foundation.
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CALENDAR

MAY 2021

RPA-18*
11:00 a.m.

Finance Committee
8:30 a.m.

Transportation Committee
10:00 a.m.

MAPA Board of Directors
1:30 p.m.

Memorial Day
MAPA Offices Closed

JUNE 2021

Regional Planning

(Heartland 2050 RPAC)
10:00 a.m.

RPA-18*
11:00 a.m.

Finance Committee
8:30 a.m.

Council of Officials

Transportation Committee
10:00 a.m.

MAPA Board of Directors
1:30 p.m.

* meeting may be virtual
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Federal Highway Administration

The preparation of this publication is financed through planning grants
from the U.S. Dept. of Transportation through lowa DOT and the Nebraska
Dept. of Transportation as provided by the Federal Highway Administration
and Federal Transit Administration and through local funds from member
jurisdictions. The views and opinions MAPA expressed herein do not
necessarily state or reflect those of the U.S. Department of Transportation.





