
   

 METROPOLITAN AREA PLANNING AGENCY 
 2222 Cuming Street 
 Omaha, NE 68102-4328 
 Benefits & Finance Committee 
 August 21, 2019 
 

 

The Metropolitan Area Planning Agency Benefits and Finance Committee met August 21, 2019, in the MAPA conference room.  
Patrick Bloomingdale called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.  
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present   Staff Present   
Patrick Bloomingdale Secretary/Treasurer   Natasha Barrett   
Clare Duda, Douglas County   Melissa Engel  
Janet McCartney, Cass County   Don Gross 
    Mike Helgerson 
   Karna Loewenstein (arrived at 9:25 a.m.) 
Other   Greg Youell 
Eric Gautschi, The New BLK (arrived at 9:25 a.m.)    
Doug Kindig, MAPA Board of Directors Chair (arrived at 9:25 a.m.) 
     
Members Absent 
Steve Dethlefs, Washington County; Don Kelly, Sarpy County; Justin Schultz, Pottawattamie County; Carol Vinton, Mills County 
 
A. FINANCE COMMITTEE INFORMATION       

 
1. MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (June) 

a. Bank Reconciliations (American National & Washington County) and Statements on Investments 
b. Receipts and Expenditures 
c. Schedule of Accounts Receivable/ Accounts Payable 
d. Preliminary Statement of Financial Position 
e. Preliminary Statements of Revenues and Expenditures 

 
Ms. Engel presented the June financials. 
 

2. New Projects/Activities 
 

Mr. Youell and Mr. Helgerson presented the new projects/activities. The Committee requested that this information be 
added to the monthly Executive Directors Report that is presented to the Board of Directors. 

 
B. FOR FINANCE COMMITTEE APPROVAL 

 
1. Contract Payments 

a. City of Council Bluffs – Paratransit Services – PMT #2 – $26,235.00 
b. City of Council Bluffs – Paratransit Services – PMT #3 – $12,863.00 
c. City of Council Bluffs – Paratransit Services – PMT #4 – $12,763.00 
d. EDR – PMT #11 - $6,318.03 
e. Emspace + Lovgren – PMT #14 - $60,383.50 
f. HDR – PMT #1 - $13,610.73 
g. HDR – PMT #2 - $382.87 
h. New BLK – PMT #3 - $2,437.50 
i. WellCom – PMT #4 - $1,330.40 

 



Mr. Youell presented the contract payments for Finance Committee approval.   
 
MOTION Duda SECOND by McCartney, to approve the contract payments as presented. MOTION CARRIED. 

 
2. Contract Payments with Exceptions  

a. Vireo – not to exceed $29,795.34 
b. Florence Home – not to exceed $25,124.98. 

 
Mr. Youell presented the contract payments with exceptions. 
 
MOTION Duda SECOND by McCartney, to approve the contract payments with exceptions once all necessary 
documentation is received. MOTION CARRIED. 
 

3. Purchases 
a. Council of Officials Annual Meeting @ Blair Marina - $5,760.00 

 
Mr. Youell presented the purchase from the Blair Marina, which is the hosting site for the Council of Officials annual 
meeting in October 2019. 
 
MOTION Duda SECOND by McCartney, to approve the purchase from the Blair Marina as presented. MOTION CARRIED. 
 

4. New Contracts 
a. 5-2-1-0 Healthy Choice Count! Program Agreement 

 
Mr. Youell presented the new 5-2-1-0 Healthy Choice Count! Program contract in the amount of $5,000 for the City of 
Malvern, Iowa. 
 
MOTION Duda SECOND by McCartney, to approve the 5-2-1-0 contract as presented. MOTION CARRIED 
 

5. CD reinvestment of $115,175.16 
 

Ms. Engel presented the CD reinvestment options with her recommendation to the committee that the agency invest in a 
one-year CD with NPAIT at 2.30%.   
 
MOTION McCartney SECOND by Duda, to approve the NPAIT CD investment as recommended. MOTION CARRIED 

 
C.  RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD 
 

1. Final Contract Payments 
a. Metro Transit Authority – $17,992.21 
b. Omaha Public Works – $17,567.54 
c. Sarpy County Planning & GIS - $2,255.46 

 
Mr. Youell presented the final contract payments. 
 
MOTION Duda SECOND by McCartney, to recommend that the Board of Directors approve the final contract payments as 
presented. MOTION CARRIED. 

 
2. Contract Amendment 

a. Nebraska Affordable Housing Trust Fund (17TFHO) – Extension of time to November 15, 2020 
 

 
Mr. Youell and Mr. Gross presented the Nebraska Affordable Housing Trust Fund amendment. 
 

MOTION Duda SECOND by McCartney to recommend that the MAPA Foundation Board of Directors approve the Nebraska 
Affordable Housing Trust Fund amendment as presented. MOTION CARRIED.      
 
3. New Contracts/Task Orders 



a. On-Call Communication Services Budget Proposal (Task Order #2) – The New BLK - $21,250.00    
 

Mr. Youell presented the on-call communication task order #2 with The New BLK. 
 
MOTION Duda SECOND by McCartney to recommend that the Board of Directors approve the on-call communication task 
order #2 with The New BLK as presented. MOTION CARRIED.         
 
 

D. DISCUSSION 
1. Fall County Outreach Events 

 

Mr. Youell discussed some county outreach events the agency would like to hold; the committee members were 
supportive of the ideas. 

 
2. Inactive members and MAPA sales tax exemption status 

 

Mr. Youell provided the committee with recently discovered information regarding sales tax exemptions for governmental 
units and organizations established under the Nebraska Interlocal Cooperation Act. One type of organization that is 
included in the regulations as non-tax exempt is volunteer fire departments.  Mr. Youell’s information also included a list of 
inactive members.  Mr. Youell would like to reach out to those members to see if they would like to voluntarily withdraw 
their MAPA membership. This action would ensure that MAPA’s sales tax exempt status is not jeopardized. Mr. 
Bloomingdale asked that the Nebraska sales tax regulations referred to in the information provided be sent to him for his 
review. 
 

3. Consultant Interview for MAPA mission statement development 
 
Mr. Gautschi and Mrs. Loewenstein interviewed committee members for MAPA’s mission statement development. 

 
C. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The Finance Committee meeting adjourned at 10:15 a.m.  

 


