
MAPA Foundation / Economic Development District 
2222 Cuming Street 

Omaha, NE 68102-4328 
(402) 444-6866 

 
MAPA FOUNDATION / EDD GOVERNING BOARD MEETING – 1:30 PM 

Thursday, June 25, 2015 
 

AGENDA 
 

This meeting of the MAPA Foundation / EDD Governing Board will be conducted in compliance 
with the Nebraska Statutes of the Open Meeting Act. For reference, the Open Meeting Act is 

posted on the wall of the Board Room.  
 

 
A. ROLL CALL/INTRODUCTIONS 

 
 

B. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 

 
C. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 30, 2015 MEETING 

 
 

D. APPROVAL OF PURCHASE OF NEW VEHICLE FOR METRO AREA MOTORIST ASSIST (Action) 
 
 

E. APPROVAL OF NEW APPOINTMENT TO COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
STRATEGY COMMITTEE (Action)  

 
 
F. UPDATE ON MAPA-EDA PARTNERSHIP PLANNING GRANT & 2015 ANNUAL CEDS 

UPDATE/PROGRESS REPORT (Information)  
 
 
G. ADJOURNMENT  
 



OMAHA-COUNCILBLUFFS METROPOLITAN AREA PLANNINGAGENCY 
MAPA FOUNDATION/EDD BOARD OF DIRECTORS REGULAR MEETING 

 
April 30, 2015 

 
The EDD Board of Directors met at the MAPA Offices, 2222 Cuming Street, Omaha.  MAPA Board Chairman 
Kohn called the meeting to order at 1:33 PM.  
 
A.        ROLLCALL/INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Members Present 
Patrick Bloomingdale (Duda Alternate)Douglas County Commissioner   
Tom Hanafan Pottawattamie County Board of Supervisors 
Ron Kohn                   IA Small Cities/Counties Representative (Mills County Board of Supervisors) 
Rich Pahls Omaha City Council 
Vicki Quaites-Ferris Director of Operations, Empowerment Network  
Tom Richards              Sarpy County Commissioner  
Rita Sanders Mayor, City of Bellevue 
Matt Selinger HDR Engineering, Inc. 
Jean Stothert (arrived @ 1:39 p.m.) Mayor, City of Omaha 
 
Members Absent 
Robert Blair University of Nebraska at Omaha 
Doug Kindig NE Small Cities/Counties Representative (Mayor, City of La Vista) 
Ron Tekippe HGM Associates, Inc. 
Randy Thelen Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce 
Matt Walsh Mayor, Council Bluffs 
Linda Washburn Glenwood Area Chamber of Commerce 
 
Guests 
Tom Huber Toole Design 
Donna Barry Office of Senator Charles Grassley 
 
MAPA Staff 
Grant Anderson Christina Brownell Sue Cutsforth  
Melissa Engel Michael Felschow  Mike Helgerson  
Ashley Myers Megan Walker Greg Youell  
 
B.        APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA – (Action)  
 

MOTION by Richards, SECOND by Sanders to approve the agenda of the April 30, 2015 meeting. 
AYES: Bloomingdale, Hanafan, Kohn, Pahls, Quaites-Ferris, Richards, Sanders, Selinger    

 NAYS:  None.  
 ABSTAIN:  None. 
 MOTION CARRIED. 
 

C.  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE JULY 31, 2014 MEETING – (Action) 
 

MOTION by Hanafan, SECOND by Sanders to approve the minutes of the July 31, 2014 meeting. 
AYES: Bloomingdale, Hanafan, Kohn, Pahls, Quaites-Ferris, Richards, Sanders, Selinger    



 NAYS:  None.  
 ABSTAIN:  None. 
 MOTION CARRIED. 

 
D.        APPROVAL OF MAPA COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY (CEDS) COMMITTEE – 

(Action) 
 

Mr. Grant Anderson presented a request to the EDD Board to approve the CEDS committee roster. 
Members volunteer their time to help MAPA assess local and regional economic conditions and to 
prioritize goals and strategies that can leverage funding for projects. The MAPA Economic Development 
District is mandated by the EDA to maintain and regularly update a Comprehensive Economic 
Development Strategy. Members can be added to this committee at any time upon recommendation.   

 
MOTION by Hanafan, SECOND by Sanders to approve the MAPA CEDS Committee members.  
AYES: Bloomingdale, Hanafan, Kohn, Pahls, Quaites-Ferris, Richards, Sanders, Selinger    

 NAYS:  None.  
 ABSTAIN:  None. 
 MOTION CARRIED. 

 
E. UPDATE ON MAPA-EDA PARTNERSHIP PLANNING ACTIVITIES – (Information) 
 

Mr. Grant Anderson updated the EDD Board on the MAPA-EDA partnership planning activities. In March, 
MAPA applied for $180,000 in partnership planning funds for 3 program years beginning July 1, 2015 
ending June 30, 2018. Mr. Anderson provided proposed scope of work for the 3 years. The primary 
activities are related to focusing strategic planning for the most distressed areas, provide community 
and economic technical assistance and working with Chambers and work force development groups to 
try to attract or expand business industry.  

 

F. ADJOURNMENT 
Chairman Kohn adjourned the meeting at 1:40 p.m. 
  

 







 

 

Evaluation: Discuss the method used and evaluate the effectiveness in meeting and implementing 

the goals and objectives identified in the CEDS. Address your organization’s progress in 

implementing the CEDS and the community/private participation in the CEDS effort during the 

preceding year.  

CEDS Performance Measures 
 

I. Number of jobs created/retained in the region: From July 2014 through June 2015, 

records from the key economic development entities in the region show their efforts helped 

create or retain an estimated 1,342 jobs in the region. Business restructuring and closings 

resulted in the loss of (TBD) jobs during that same period. 
 

II. Number and types of investments undertaken in the region: Public records indicate 445 

locally significant economic development related projects were completed or announced 

in the region between July 2014 and April 2015. Projects included public works 

improvements, quality of life enhancements, and significant retail/commercial 

development activities.  
 

III. Amount of private sector investment in the region: Public records show that there has 

been approximately $3.76 billion in private (including some public) investments to 

economic development projects in the region between July 2014 and April 2015.   
 

IV. Economic changes in the region since the last CEDS update: The following economic 

indicators provide an assessment of changes in the regional economy during the previous 

program year.  

● Labor force: The region’s labor force declined by 1.8% from July 2014 to April 2015 

(the last month comparable data is available); the total labor force for the region in 

April was 446,773.  
● Unemployment: Between July 2014 and April 2015 (the last month comparable data is 

available) the average unemployment rate for the region was 3.5%, 2.2 points below 

the national average. However, the region’s relative low unemployment obscures the 

fact that there are pockets of significantly consistent unemployment at the census tract 

level within the urban core.  
● Per Capita Income: The per capita income of the MAPA region was at 101% the 

national average according to the most recent estimates compiled by the American 

Community Survey. No single county in the region had a per capita income at or below 

80% the national average, an indicator of economic distress. However, there are 

contiguous census tracts in the urban core, largely in eastern Douglas County, that 

regularly meet the 80% distressed criteria.    
● Median Household Income: The median household income of the MAPA region was 

at 114% the national average according to the 2013 American Community Survey.   
● Poverty: The MAPA region’s poverty rate, monitored by Small Area Income and 

Poverty Estimates, was 10.6% in 2013, 3.9 points below the national average.   
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