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Top Intersections 2008: Introduction and Methodology

The Top Traffic Intersections report is a biennial publication produced by the Metropolitan Area Planning
Agency (MAPA) as part of its on-going transportation planning process. The report is produced in
conjunction with the Traffic Flow Map, the Traffic Growth Report and the Top Traffic Interchanges
Report. The top traffic intersections listed in this publication are based on data compiled by MAPA in
cooperation with local, state and federal agencies.! This data represents actual or derived Annual
Average Daily Traffic (AADT) for the Omaha-Council Bluffs metropolitan area.

This report is for /intersections only and, therefore, does not include information for /nterchanges. To
qualify as an intersection there must be an at-grade, or same level, crossing. Locations such as 72nd and
“L” Street, Saddle Creek Road and Dodge Street, and 72nd Street and West Center Road that do not have
an at-grade crossing are considered interchanges and are excluded from this report. Similarly, if one of
the crossings contains a median, such as W. Dodge Road and 96t St., it is not considered an intersection.
For information regarding interchanges please consult the MAPA Top Interchanges report.

In past years, separate sub-reports were created for Bellevue, Council Bluffs, and Sarpy County. These
are now being included in this single report alongside the Omaha Metro rankings. By way of
clarification, the Omaha Metro rankings do not exclude Bellevue, Council Bluffs or Sarpy County
intersections. These simply have their own rankings in addition to the metro-wide rankings.

The intersections in the report have been ranked based on total intersection volumes. The rankings
present the AADT for each intersection leg as well as the intersection total. These numbers are listed in
hundreds of vehicles (/.e., “831” signifies 83,100). Intersection totals are calculated by totaling the
traffic counts from each leg of the intersection and dividing by two, which captures the total number of
vehicles passing through an intersection. In order to qualify as a ranked intersection for this report, an
intersection must have at least three legs with an AADT of a minimum 2,000 vehicles. The last two
columns show the 2006 ranking and intersection total for comparison. Zeroes represent a leg that does
not exist or a leg with an AADT of less than 100.

The maps on pages 4-12 graphically represent the intersection rankings. While most rankings appear
on these maps, some may not be shown due to overlapping of numbers or being outside the mapped
areas. Therefore, an alphabetical index of all intersections follows the rankings at the end of the report.

90th and Dodge Streets was the busiest intersection in the 2008 report as it was in 2006. The Dodge
and L Street Corridors experienced the highest volumes in the metro area. 8 of the top 10 intersections
are located along Dodge or L St. /Industrial Rd.

! Cities of Bellevue, Council Bluffs, La Vista, Omaha, Papillion; Counties of Douglas, Pottawattamie, Sarpy; lowa
DOT, Nebraska DOR.
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