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9:00 a.m.  Workshop Overview and Introductions

10:15 a.m.  Fifteen-minute Break

10:30 a.m.  Issues, Goals, & Vision Work Session

Noon   Lunch 

1:00 p.m.  Tools & Ideas Work Session

2:30 p.m.  Conclusion of Workshop

Workshop Agenda 
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Workshop Overview and 
Introductions
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Omaha Project Partners
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Thriving Communities Program (TCP)

14 Communities with focus on:

• Affordable Housing and Anti-Displacement

• Complete Streets and Vision Zero

• Economic Development

• Land Use and Zoning

• Public Engagement
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The inaugural USDOT TCP Complete Transit-Oriented Neighborhoods 

• The Thriving Communities Program funds tailored technical 
assistance to under-resourced and disadvantaged communities, 
helping them better access historic infrastructure investments and 
deliver transformative projects.

• Program Goals

- Technical assistance (TA) and capacity building support

- Help communities plan and develop a pipeline of comprehensive 
transportation, housing, and community revitalization activities.

- Enable communities to find and win funding to drive projects forward

Thriving Communities Program (TCP)
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• Goals of workshop
• Co-create a broad set of conceptual “tools” or strategies that 

could help to mitigate the harm of the freeway
• Foster conversations and collaboration between community 

partners around what “thriving” looks like for the area around 
the North Freeway 

• Provide momentum for potential future studies / projects 
along the corridor

Workshop Overview and Introductions
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Study Area
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- 1956 – Idea for a “north expressway” was first 
conceptualized.

- 1960 – Phase 1 construction began on section from 
the I-480 interchange to Hamilton St. Neighborhood 
protests failed to stop project.

- 1973 – Phase 2 construction from Hamilton to Lake St 
began. Neighborhood protests failed to stop project.

- 1977 – Phase 3 construction from Lake St to Ames Ave 
began. Neighborhoods protested and successfully 
prevented construction northward to I-680.

- 1981 – Phase 4 construction from Ames Ave to 
interchange with 30th, Sorensen Pkwy, and Storz 
Expressway began.

- 1989 – Construction completed and highway 
dedicated.

North Freeway – Timeline
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How have other communities addressed highway barriers?

Highway Caps

Connectivity 
Enhancements

Highway Removal Park East Freeway - Milwaukee, Wisconsin
 Inner Loop East – Rochester, New York

Long Street Bridge and Cultural Wall – Columbus, Ohio
North Omaha Trail – Omaha, Nebraska

Central-70 Cover Park – Denver, Colorado
South Loop – Kansas City, Missouri

ReConnect Rondo – St. Paul, Minnesota
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Long Street Bridge and Cultural Wall – Columbus, Ohio
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Long Street Bridge and Cultural Wall – Columbus, Ohio
Before (2011)

After (2024)
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Multi-phase project

• Phase 1 (Completed 2022)

• Phase 2 (In progress)

• Phase 3 – Planned

• Potential Future Phases (Currently Studied)

North Omaha Trail
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Central-70 Cover Park – Denver, Colorado
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Central-70 Cover Park – Denver, Colorado
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South Loop Project – Kansas City, MO

• ~$217 million highway 
cap topped with a 4-
block long, 5.5 acre 
urban park

• Completion in 2026
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• Neighborhood Reconnection—Reconnect the neighborhood on both 
sides of I-94 in ways that serve as a catalyst for community-wide initiatives.

• Affordable Housing

• Equitable Development

• Public Health/Green Space

• Community Leadership

ReConnect Rondo – St. Paul, Minnesota: Goals



19

Th
ri

vi
ng

 C
om

m
un

it
ie

s 
Pr

og
ra

m
   

 O
m

ah
a 

 | 
 N

or
th

 F
re

ew
ay

ReConnect Rondo – St. Paul, Minnesota
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• Year: 2012

• Goal: reconnect neighborhoods, spur 
economic development, and provide 
an appropriately-scaled, complete 
city street “grid”

• Highlights
• Replaced highway with a boulevard 

with street parking and bicycle lanes 
on either side of the street

• Created 5.7 acres of land for 
mixed-use development along a new, 
walkable boulevard. 

Inner Loop East Removal – Rochester, New York
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Inner Loop East Removal – Rochester, New York
Before (2014) Before (2014)

After (2014) After (2014)
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• Year: 2003

• Removed underutilized highway spur 
and replaced with an at-grade, six-lane 
boulevard and re-connected street grid.  

• Opened up 24 acres of downtown 
property for redevelopment resulting in 
over $1 billion in total development

• Developed with a Community Benefits 
Agreement that required: 

• 20% of housing built on county-owned 
land be designated as affordable

• 25% of the construction contracts go to 
Minority Business Enterprises, and 

• 5% of the construction contracts go to 
Women’s Business Enterprises 

Park East Freeway Removal – Milwaukee, WI
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Park East Freeway Removal – Milwaukee, WI

Before After
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Reconvene at 10:30 

Break



25

Th
ri

vi
ng

 C
om

m
un

it
ie

s 
Pr

og
ra

m
   

 O
m

ah
a 

 | 
 N

or
th

 F
re

ew
ay

25
v

Issues, Goals, & Vision Work 
Session
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Reconvene at 1:00 

Lunch
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Tools & Ideas Work Session
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General Agenda for this 90 minutes…

• 15-minute presentation

• 60-minute collective discussion / worksession

• 15-minute report back
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Purpose of this Worksession…

• Provide a brief overview of the maps and the tools that we’ll be using 
today. 

• Conduct a worksession with the maps and tools to develop a 
“concept”.  

• Determine what / where tools are most appropriate along the 
corridor.

• Refine and identify preferences for tools or remove tools from 
consideration. 

• Identify any tools or solutions that may be missing from this list.
• Document this discussion on the maps…
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Work-Session Boards

Tools & Ideas Work Session

N
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Existing Condition

Tools & Ideas Work Session
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LID Development

Tools & Ideas Work Session
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LID Open Space 

Tools & Ideas Work Session
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Improved Bridge

Tools & Ideas Work Session
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New Pedestrian Connection

Tools & Ideas Work Session
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Trench and Fill

Tools & Ideas Work Session
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Complete Removal

Tools & Ideas Work Session
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Complete Removal with Commercial > at-grade boulevard

Tools & Ideas Work Session
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Transition > May apply to many tools

Tools & Ideas Work Session
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Existing Development Open Space

Improve Connection New Connection

Removal Removal (w/Infill) Transition
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Document on the maps!

44
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Examples of questions we should be considering…

• Show us where you see the major issues on this corridor.
• Do you have preferences on development VS open spaces? What are the 

pros and cons? 
• Is there an ideal balance between development and open spaces? And are 

there locations that make more or less sense for these and why?
• Are there locations that are missing connections? Or locations with 

existing connections that need being improved? Any specific locations 
where widening a connection is most appropriate?

• What are the appropriate uses for connections? Walking? Biking? Transit?
• What about full removal? What are the best uses for new land if we 

consider this? Where are the most appropriate transition areas?
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Mural located along the North Omaha Trail

Thank You!
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