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How do I participate?

Participation is strictly voluntary.
Project site should fall within or near
the outlined South Omaha project
area. If you are interested in the
program, contact MAPA or Benesch
(see contact information on back
panel) for more information on the
next steps.

What should | expect?

If you are interested, the potential

assessment site is reviewed by

coalition members. The coalition will

consider the following:

e Site location (to verify that it is
within the project area);

¢ Redevelopment potential, especially
those with a willing developer or
redevelopment plan;
and

e if the site addresses local or regional
needs or plans.

Once site approval is given by EPA,
the property owner will meet with
the consultant to complete the
environmental assessment. Copies of
both draft and final documents are
available to owners and prospective
developers. Assessment and sampling
will not interrupt normal
business operations. After
reviewing the completed Phase
I, owners and the coalition will,
as warranted, consider the
decision to move forward with
Phase Il.

How long does the
process take?

Because we are coordinating with
EPA and NDEQ, the assessment
process can take longer than
those funded privately. We advise
owners to expect the process to
take 3-4 months from the time
an agreement is signed to the
completion of a Phase | assessment
report. The time for completion
of Phase Il assessments followed
by redevelopment and cleanup
planning depends on the degree of
investigation needed. Phase I
assessments are expected to
take 4-7 months.

Are there risks
from involving my g =
property in the
program?

A property is either clean or
contaminated. If contamination
is present, the risk and liability
already exist for the property owner.
Participation in the program will not
increase this risk or liability. Existing
state and federal regulations require
responsible parties (including owners
of contaminated properties) to clean
sites to meet standards related to
the level of property use. Even if
a site is sold, the previous owners
could still be responsible for clean-
up costs, even if they did not cause
or contribute to the contamination.
Conducting environmental site
assessments does not alter liability
associated with contamination,
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